MARTIN SALTBOX
AL-VI-B-074
Railroad Street, Midland
ca. 1860

The Martin House is a one and a
half story, four bay wide saltbox. The
house is an example of a "block" or a
two family dwelling constructed by a
coal company in the second half of the
19th century. 1t is an especially good
example since it has been altered little

since its original construction.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Martin Saltbox is located on the 2ast side of Railroad Street
in Midland, Allegany County near the Route 36 intersection.

The building basically consists of a two story, four bay wide,
frame structure of the Saltbox design. The facade is covered with bevaled
siding and is supported by a low stone foundation, with a plain water
table. The roof of the structure is gabled with a rear shed roof wing
and is covered with replaced asphalt materials. The =aves of the struc-
ture feature the original rafter ends with no trim. Windows in the house
include double hung wooden sash frames with six over six lights, while
on the front second story single sash frames are exhibited with six lights
and wooden cornices. There are two entrances to the structure on the
front western side, giving evidence to the fact that it originally was
a double house. The entrances feature the original verticle paneled
doors with plain trim. The house includes a three bay end porch. The
porch exhibits a hipped roof supported by sguare columns with cushion
capitals and steps lead to the porch level. Two brick chimneys, which
appear to be original, are located; one to the interior of shed wing and
one centrally to the gabled block.

The house is structurally sound and retains much of its original
appearance.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
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_.1700-1798 _ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
X1800-1898 _ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
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SPECIFIC DATES 1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Midland Coal & Iron Company

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Martin Saltbox is typical of a "block or a two family dwelling

constructed by a coal company in the second half of the 19th century. These
houses were usually one and a half stories high with a roofed porch across
the front of the house. There were no cellars but the houses were set on
low stone foundations. The frame was constructed of timbers mortised and
tenoned together with horizontal whitewashed weatherboard on the outside.
Inside rooms were plastered and painted. FEach unit consisted of three
rooms on the first floor and one on the second with a brick chimney running
up through the middle providing each tenant with two fireplaces. Double
houses built by the Midland Coal and Iron Company in 1856 cost about $400.1

1 Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell
University Press, 1969) p. 83 & 84

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



SR AN N BLIGGE APHICAL REFERENCES
Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland

Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N. Y.:
Cornell University Press, 1969)
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 1€SS than 1 acre

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

John Nelson & Joan Baldwin

ORGANIZATION DATE

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 1/17/77
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

507 National Highway 777-8991
CITY OR TOWN STATE

laVale, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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